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SERMON NXI. 


BY REV. THOMAS H. STOCKTON. 


CHAPLAIN OF THE HUUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, IN CONGRESS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


THE CORONATION OF LOVE IN THE CHURCH.—Ist 
Cor, xiii : 13.* 


Last Sabbath night, after a notice of the equal immortality 
of Faith, Hope, and Love—we came to the subject of the 
CoronaTION oF Love ; proposing to. consider it as related to 
the Heart, to the Church, and to Heaven. The first of these 
relations was then treated; and the second, of course, is in 
place on the pee occasion. May the Holy Spirit direct the 
discussions of it. 

Alas! here, too, our tears fall upon the silver trumpet ; be- 
fore it is lifted to our lips for the rallying blast of the Lord. 
For here, also, is a melancholy history, which must be at last 
generally indicated and acknowledged, in order to appreciate 
the necessity for the inauguration of a new power. 

Let no one, however, suppose, that it is my design, by a sort 
of volcanic passion, to throw up a great rocky cone, which 


* Delivered in the Capitol, May 11, 1862. For the first discourse, see April 
number of the National Preacher.—-Eprror. 
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may attract all the vapors of heaven, and darken the trem- 
bling landscapes with the additional terrors of cloud and 
storm. No, no; I would not dread, indeed, the most con- 
vulsive truth; but my delight is in the highest and clearest 
sky, the ferenest and purest air, and the widest and fairest 
vison, of grandeur, beauty, and peace. Still, if it seem good 
to JEHovAn, tocome down upon the mountain that burns “with 
fire,” in “blackness, and darkness, and tempest,” with “ the 
sound of a trumpet and the voice of words ”—I say again, that, 
awful as the Desert may be, I choose to be there ; that I may 
learn the will of God from His own mouth, even though like Mo- 
ses, I “ exceedingly fear and quake.” But, if it please my Father 
to allow me to “come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the 
first born, which are written in heaven, and to Gop the Jupae 
of all, and to the spirit of just men made perfect, and to Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprink- 
ling, that speaketh better things than the blood of Abel.” I 
confess that I feel more safe, more happy, and more at home in 
the City than in the Desert ; and ought, therefore, to be more 
disposed, in gratitude as well as in reverence, to see that I 
“ refuse not him that speaketh.” 


What, then, has been the true history of the church? What- 


do its original and inspired records report? What do later and 
uninspired records report? Does even this department of hu- 
man progress reveal the attainment of perfection? Not at all. 

I remember; indeed, with great joy, certain cxclamations of 
the Old Testament, which are often applied to the church. For 
instance, the 48th Psalm, commencing thus : “Great is the Lord, 
and greatly to be praised in the City of our God, in the moun- 
tain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the ol 4 the City 
of the great King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge.” 
And again, in the close of the same Psalm : “ Walk about Zion, 
and go round about her ; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye 
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; that ye may tell it to 
the generation following. For this God is our God, forever 
and ever ; he will be our guide even unto death.” In like 
manner, is the opening of the 87th Psalm : ‘‘His foundation 
is in the holy mountains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion, 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are 
spoken of thee, 0, City of God.” 

But, while I recall such passages, I cannot avoid the recollec- 
tion of the frequent sad vicissitudes—the general melancholy 
fortune of both the political and spiritual Israel of the olden 
time. And I find, on closer examination, that the Inspiring 
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Spirit is constrained, in most instances, to turn away from the 
depressions of the present, to a contemplation of the glories of 
the future. Therefore such language asthe following : “When 
the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. He 
will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their 
prayer. This shall be written for the generation to come ; and 
the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.” 
[Ps. 102, and again: “ For the Lord shall comfort Zion ; he 
will comfort all her waste places, and he will make her wilder- 
ness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord ; joy 
and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody.” Therefore, too, such prayers as the follow- 
ing : “ Oh, that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Ja- 
cob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.” 

I remember, however, with still greater joy, the numerous 
and more literal declarations of the New Testament, in rela- 
tion to the dignity and excellency of the Church. My whole 
being sympathizes with them, and responds tothem. Without 
the slightest hesitancy, I proclaim the sentiment—that the 
church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is infinitely the 
noblest institution in existence. 

How cheering it is for example, to hear the Son of God, 
with so much resolution and affection, calling the church his 
own church. “My Church,” said He, “My Church.” When 
Peter, by inspiration from the Father, confessed the Divine 
Sonship of Christ—‘ upon this rock,” replied his Lord and 
Master, “ will I build my church ;” and thenadded the gracious 
assurance, that “ the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

And_how exalted, also, is the language in which His apostles 
describe the Church! Hearken to Paul, addressing the Ephe- 
sians: “The Father of glory ”—“ hath set him, [i. e. Christ, 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above a 
principality , and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come ; and hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” In this 
passage, the illustrative figure is the human body. The dis- 
tance between the head and feet, represents vast gradations of 
authorities, both in the Church and the World, under the Su- 

reme Sovereignty of Christ. Christ himself is the Head. 

he Body, under the Head, is the Church—which, being thus 
dependent upon Him, is, of course, His Body ; “the fulness of 
him that filleth all in all.” That is—the fulness of its mem- 
bers, completes, His person; and His spirit fills all the mem- 
bers, to all their extremities, and inall their motions. His eyes 
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see for the whole body ; His ears hear for the whole body; His 
tongue speaks for the whole body; He thinks, and feels, and 
acts for the whole body. Its hands are His hands; its feet 
are His feet; all its organs are His organs. Such is the in- 
timate, the essential relation of Christ tothe church. He thor- 
oughly identifies Himself with it. He is a formal part of it; and 
the life of the whole of it. To speak literally, the ministers and 
the people in the church, numerous and various as their official 
relations may be, are all, from the highest to the lowest—sub- 
ordinate to His control. He is the Head over all, from the 
embroidered neck to the sandalled and dust-covered feet. 

But, I spoke of the authorities of the world, as well as those 
of the Church. Where are these put, according to this figura- 
tive representation ? I answer—they are put under foot! I 
dd not suppose that our translators were afraid to say this; 
but certainly the Word of God may be better understood, in 
some respects, in our circumstances, than it was likely to be in 
theirs. I am jealous of some of the italics in our version. 
Most of them, it may be, are important to the full expression 
of the sense ; but some of them seem to impair the sense. 
For instance, the word “ things,” occurring twice in this pas- 
sage, ought, I think, to be omitted in both cases. It makes the 
meaning general and vague ; instead of appearing, as the Apos- 
tle seems to have designed it, specific and sure. Hark! “The 
Father of glory ”—* hath set Christ far above ai ome may 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, (or are) but also in that which is 
to come, and hath put all”—“not all things, but all these princi- 
palities and powers”—“ under his feet, and gave him to be head 
over all,”—not all things, again, but, all these same principali- 
ties and powers,—“ head over all” these “to the church ;” or 
for the pbvategs to the church. That is, in plain terms, God 
sat Christ far above all the worldly powers of Judaism and 
Heathenism, as they then existed ; and also above all other 
worldly powers that should come into existence, when Judaism 
and Heathenism should both be overthrown, and Christianity 
should be established on their ruins; and, not only so, but, He 
has absolutely put these worldly powers under Christ’s feet ; 
i. e. under the church—under even the lowest departments of 
the church, or, the lowest organs of His body. 

Here, then, is the Divine Order: First, Christ ; Secondly, 
the Church ; Thirdly, the World; Christ, above the church, 
and the church above the world ; or, reversing the order, the 
world under the feet of the church, and the church under the 
Headship of Christ. 

True, it may be said, in objection to this view of the church 
—that history scarcely sustains it ; but, I answer, that it does 
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not depend for its proof on history alone, but, on prophecy also. 
History and prophecy, taken together, abundantly sustain it. 

As to history, let me ask—What has become of the worldly 
powers of Judaism and Heathenism, as they existed in the 
opening of the Christian Era? Where have they been for the 
last fifteen hundred years? How soon were they put under 
the feet of Christ and the church! And, even as it relates to 
the worldly powers which at first succeeded the breaking up of 
the vast Roman dominion; and the multiplied States of more- 
modern times, and even of the current age,—is it not obvious 
that the subduing and controlling element in them all, howev- 
er grossly perverted, has been, and is still, nominally at least, 
the Christian element ? 

If, however, regarding the matter historically, “ we see not 
yet all things put under him”’—as the Apostle declares, speak- 
ing particularly of Christ—nevertheless, regarding it propheti- 
cally, we are indubitably assured that they all will be put under 
him—for it is expressly recorded that “ He must reign until all 
His enemies are put under His feet”—the last of whom, even 
death, shall not be able to resist His omnipotent command. 

The passage on which I have thus dwelt, is only one among 
many in the New Testament, descriptive of the high position 
and relations of the church. It isstyled, “ The church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood.” It is said that 
“ Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it.” That “the 
Lord ” cherisheth “ the church ;” and that God is to be glori- 
fied “in the church, by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen,” It is also most charmingly described as 
one whole family in heaven and earth ;” as though no inter- 
ference of absence, or death, or distance, or any thing else, 
could have any effect in its esential and and eternal unity. Nor 
can they have. All other institutions are earthly and mortal. 
The church, and the church alone, is immortal—heir at once to 
both earth and heaven. 

But, great as isthe joy with which [regard the representations 
of the church in the Old and New Testaments, confess that 
its actual history, especially as reported by later, uninspired, 
and yet trustworthy records, falls so far short of what ought to 
have been witnessed, as to become exceedingly mournful. 

As I stand, and contemplate the scene, I scarcely know how 
to proceed. Shall I speak of the true church; the spiritual 
church ; the invisible church ; the one, undivided, universal 
and perpetual church? If so—I shall be greatly relieved, for 
the church, thus understood, has always retained its connexion 
with Christ, as its head ; all its members have been subordi- 
nate to His authority ; and the world, virtually if not formally, 
has been under its feet. But this would be apart from my ob- 
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ject. I wish to do some good to the ostensible church; the 
natural church ; the visible church ; the manifold, divided, 
sectional, and temporary church. Therefore, I must submit to 
some pain ; for this church has not always retained its connex- 
ion with Christ, as its Head; its members have not always 
been subordinated to his authority ; and the world, instead of 
being under its feet, has too often trodden upon it, and tri- 
= ed over it. 

Now, here, just as we found it to be among individual men, 
80 it is among the visible churches. Some are great and oth- 
ers small. And here, too, I have sentiments to express, in 
relation to the several classes, similar to those which were 
uttered on a former occasion. 

I am an admirer of great churches. I cannothelp it. They 
appeal to certain susceptibilities of my nature, which are easily 
impresssed, and quickly respond to their call. 

think, first,of the Ancient churches; and especially of those, 
which, after all their dismemberments, still retain the name of 
Catholic—the Greek Catholic and Roman Catholic, churches. 
I think of their asserted Antiquity, dating even from the time 
of the Apostles. I think of their extent—not, of course, sepa- 
rately Catholic, or yet unitedly Catholic, but, notwithstanding, 
so obviously immense, both in space and population. I think 
of their alliance with renowned and imperial States; and of 
their occasional haughty supremacy over them. I think of 
their magnificent and splended hierarchies; with the pala- 
ces that shelter them, the galleries that amuse them, the gar- 
dens that refresh them, the retinues that attend them, and the 
revenues that enrich them. I think of their hosts of depend- 
ent, obsequious, and -ubiquitous agents; with the central 
retreats that supply them, and the boundless plans that employ 
them. I think of their gorgeous cathedrals, and solemn rituals ; 
with the accompanying enchantments for every sense, and 
temptations to every passion. I think of their venerable uni- 
versities, reposing among the endowments of ages ; illustrious 
with the genius and learning of their ample faculties ; and 
everywhere strengthened by the position and influence of their 
graduates, and the ever-enlarging relations of their new suc- 
cessions of students. I think of the comprehensiveness and 
variety of the social classes assembled in their communion ; 
from the monarch on his throne, his counsellors, courtiers, and 
nobles, down through all intervening gradations, even to the 
* humblest soldier, sailor, laborer, pauper, serf,or slave. I think, 
moreover, of their silent and saved cities of the dead, around 
all their temples of the living ; and of the blended affections 
of subject nations in the mightiest attachments of ancestral 


memory and heavenly hope, which no current oppression is. 
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strong enough to break. And, as I think of these and other 
imposing distinctions, I cannot be insensible to the profound im- 
pression of incomparable power, which such a survey so natu- 
rally occasions ; and, as power, mere power, whether for good 
or evil, is always admirable, I cannot but admire it here. 

And, yet, with this glance at the greatness of the Ancient 
churches, when I ask myself the’ question—How have they 
used their power? Who can wonder that I grieve and weep? 

True, there is just reason for some restraint in my utterence 
here. That is—whatever incidental good has been accom- 
plished by these Ancient churches ; by taking the places of 
prostrate States, and rescuing society from lawless anarchy ; by 
checking the ferocity, enlightening the ignorance, refining the 
manners, and changing the religion of overwhelming hordes of 
Barbarian invaders : or, by preserving the literature, both sa- 
cred and profane ; and, to some extent, the arts, of the olden 
civilization, for revival and improvement in the new ; or, in any 
other way of public benefit—should be unguardingly and even 
generously acknowledged. More particularly should any more 
personal, direct, and saving influence of their holy men, in hon- 
est fulfillment of the offices of piety and benevolence, be held 
in grateful recollection. And, moreover, even the tyranny, 
frauds, exertion, and persecutions, which have so strongly 
marked their general progress, should not be attributed to mere 
demoniac malice—or unmitigated love of evil. In all such 
connexions, there is a proper demand for discrimination. 

But, after all just allowances are made, when the question is 
renewed—How have these churches used their power? I feel 
that it is impossible to return any other than a mournfulanswer. 
It should have been used in love to God and Man, in pure, dis- 
interested, sacrificial, Christ-like love. But has it been so used? 
Alas! if the tyranny, frauds, extortions, and persecutions, already 
alluded to, do not prove sheer demoniac malice, it is at least 
indisputable that they are utterly inconsistent with Christian 
love. The plain truth is, that the same great Antichrist of 
Self, which we saw to be the curse of individual man is also 
the curse of the church. Self in the heart is like a house- 
hold idol ; but Self in the church is the Juggernaut of Nations 
baptized—the horrid monster image of the whole christian 
world. Especially, the entire system of false authority, in the 
Catholic churches, has been forged, during the Japse of ages, 
part by part, to meet the exigences of Self. Self has fabrica- 
ted their creeds; complicated their governments, and multi- 
plied and mystified their ordinances—adding article to article, 
canon to canon, and sacrament to sacrament, as the increase of 
its majesty, and the improvements of its possesions, the ex- 
pense of its pleasures, and the state of its funds demanded. 
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So, for a thousand years. or more, “the man of sin” stalked 
abroad over the earth, in the guise of the church, as Lord and 
Master of the globe. But, his head was Self; and his body 
was the world ; and the true church—the witness of Christ, 
and of the open Bible, and of the free conscience ; was either 
actually severed, and trampled in dust and blood, or driven as 
a panting fugitive to hide in the caverns of the mountains. 
Even to this day, similar scenes are witnessed—though within 
comparatively narrow limits. Had it not been for the Refor- 
mation, doubtless all other modern improvements would have 
been subjected to the same relentless oppression, or else utterly 
destroyed. And, with all my admiration of power, I cannot 
but believe, that, if the self-denying Nazarene should re-appear, 
as He appeared of old,—with the same personal and official 
claims, the same doctrines and precepts, and the same lowly 
Galilean attendance,—He would be as certainly and ruthlessly 
rejected by these Ancient churches as He was by the Jews. 
Ancient as they are, and though they have looked back, as long 
as the Jews looked forward, to the Messiah, it might be said 
again : “He came unto His own, and his own received Him not.” 
Extended as they are, incomparably more so than were the 
Jews, still it might be repeated, throughout all their bounda- 
ries: “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.” 
What would their hierarchies be to Him ; with all their pala- 
ces, gallaries, gardens, retinues, and revenues! What would 
their ubiquitous agents, be to Him ; with all their supplies and 
all their plans! What would their cathedrals and universities 
be to Him! Whichof their social classes would commune with 
Him! Which of their cities of the dead, though professedly 
full of the relics of His martyrs, would afford Him even a 
Gethsemane, in which to hide His agony ; a calvery in which 
to expire, without a broken bone ; ora rocky cleft, in which 
His corpse might rest through the hours of Sabbath peace? 
Alas! to fase particularly of the church of Rome, as more 
arrogant and intolerant, if not more superstitious or idolatrous 
than the Greek,—its constitution and history alike constrained 
the presumption : that the Pope, surpassing the High Priest, 
would issue infalliable bulls, flaming with anathemas, against 
the Anointed Son of God ; that the cardinals,equalling at least 
the Sanhedrim, would plot his destruction, in their secret con- 
claves ; that every Bishop in his diocese, would be on the watch 
ready, ata moment’s warning, to lay hands upon Him ; that 
the Jesuit spies would track his steps to His remotest retreats, 
an that the Inqusition, if at last it should arrest Him, would 
subject him to torture, in its subterranean cells ; and then lead 
Him forth to the multitude, crowned and robed with painted 
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devils and fires of hell, and so burn Him at the stake, and scat- 
ter His ashes on wind and wave, as an auto du fe, or acts of 
faith. 

And why is there reason for such an awful presumption as 
this? Not because man is naturally worse in the Ancient 
than in the modern churches ; not because there are no spirit- 
ual men in the Catholic, as well as in the Protestant communions; 
but, because, speaking of them as great organic dominions, Self 
has seized their thrones; and, for its own advantage, has 
pledged all its powers, and the powers of all its political allies, 
to the maintainance of doctrines and practices so contrary to 
Christ and His Gospel, that, in their presence, and supposing 
them true and right, Christ would appear as Antichrist ; and 
His Gospel as the grandest heresy that ever arose, to distract 
and destroy the world. In a word, if the Roman and Greek 
churches—and all that symbolize with them—be the Divinely 
and authorized exponents and exemplars of Christianity, as 
history reports them, and as mankind still behold them ; if the 
Peerless Love described in this Golden Chapter, the love which 
irradiates earth and heaven, time and eternity, and glorifies at 
once both man and angels, Christ and God—if thus, love be in- 
deed already crowned and enthroned at Constantinople, or St. 
Petersburgh, and at Rome,—then what we, as Protestants, un- 
derstood by Christianity, ought to be put down, and that, of 
course, according to precedent, by the combination of all 
Catholic Authorities against us, with all the terrors of fire and 
sword. 

But now, let us glance, in like manner, at Protestant church- 
es. Some of these are great—others, small. Taken in whole, 
I admire them. Taken separately, l admire many of them. I 
suppose we can all unite in saying, that we honestly and ear- 
nestly love them all. 

Their foundation principles, certainly, are worthy of all 
commendation. These are—that the Bible is the Book of God; 
and private judgment the duty and right of man. Upon these 
principles, various Ecclegiastical Systems ‘have been built, as 
might have been expected ; and as, in some sense, would seem 
even desirable. The chief fault to be found with them is, that, 
in some respects, many of them, at least, are at variance with 
the principles on which they rest. That is, they formally or 
virtually deny the sufficiency of the Bible and private judg- 
ment—introducing certain extra, decisive, exclusive, and, dene 
fore, as it seems to me, false authorities. Were it not for these, 
there would be far greater hope of unity and efficiency in the 
conversion of the world. 

The great Protestant churches are—the Lutheran, Reformed, 
and Anglican ; the Lutheran prevailing in Prussia, and several 
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smaller German States, as well as in Denmark, Sweden, and 
Norway ; the Reformed, in Switzerland, Holland, Scotland, and 
among the comparatively few French Protestants : and the An- 
glican, not only in England itself, but also throughout the vast 
Colonial dependencies of the British Empire. Each of these, 
moreover, is represented by a sympathetic confederation in our 
own country. In Europe, theyare all connected with the State; 
and in some cases, are formal State establishments. For in- 
stance, in Sweden, Lutheranism is a regular Episcopal State 
Establishment ; in Holland and Scotland, Calinian Presbyte- 
rianism is a State Establishment ; and again, in England, what 
may be styled Cranmerian Episcoplianism is a State Estab- 
ment. 

Before the smaller Protestant churches are noticed, I would 
like to pause here, and intimate at least the tremendous power 
of these great ones; and then inquire, as in relation to the 
Catholic churches—How have they used their power? But, 
there is not time for such a detail. Suffice it to say—so far as 
unfaithfulness is attributable to these Princes of Reformation ; 
so far as they have suffered because of it; so far as Rational- 
ism, or Erastianism, or Romanism, or downright Infidelity, has 
invaded their precincts and desolated their strongholds; so far 
in a word, as the love of God and man has declined among 
them—in just so far, the cause is the same which has appeared 
in other connexions, the enthronement of the Antichrist of 
Self, and the consequent open shame, or renewed crucifixion of 
the Son of God. 

But, let us turn to the smaller Protestant churches—going 
back—for the principles, if not the names, demand it—to the 
Waldenses and their conperes ; to the Lollards, the Bohemian 
Brethren, and the Moravians ; amd so coming down again to the 
Baptists, the Independents, the Friends, and the Methodists. 
To these, if there were time for it, I would gladly add the ti- 
tle of every sect, however recent or apparently insignificant, 
that is nevertheless dignified by the profession of constraint of 
conscience, and honest zeal for the honor of Christ and the 
me ag privileges of His people. Often, indeed, I lament, 
when I see the humble retreats of Christian parties yet feeble 
and therefore despised or neglected ; and compare theirs with 
the costly temples of their richer and more fashionable breth- 
ren—who, after all,in the sight of God, have haply little 
nee for the pride and scorn they sometimes so unkindly 

isplay. 

I say again, that true Christians love them all. If they are 
— to do otherwise, they determined, that, by the grace of 
ie ed will love them all; and so, at last, they love to love 
them all. 
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But now, if, with all these parties before me ; nay, if, with 
the Hundred Protestant sects all in full view to the eye of my 
mind at least—I ask myself the question—What has been their 
general history ? How have they used the power which God 
has granted them? What must be the answer? . 

Can I say—ought I to say—is it possible for any one so say, i 
truth—that all of them, that the most of them, that any one of 
them has yet made full proof of love to God and man ? 

My Brethren! believe me. I fear acensorious spirit. I fear 
acensorious tongue. Much more,I dread a treacherous spirit ; 
atreacherous tongue, a lying spirit, alying tongue. Especially, 
I sometimes dread, lest one, comparatively destitute of certain 
faith in Christ, and of assured hope, and of disinterested 
love—should speak of others with seeming harshness, who, 
in these as in many more relations, are infinitely his superi- 
ors in the sight of the heart-searching Judge. Moreover, 
even when I cannot avoid the conviction of abstract wrong, 
I often wonder whether it may not be, that, as the occa- 
sions of divisions among Protestants are often of little mo- 
ment in themselves; so little that I am forced to say in 
my own conscience that I could join every Evangelical sect 
in Christendom: belonging to them all at once, and labor- 
ing with them cordially for the promotion of the Gospel ; 
if they would so far acknowledge my Christian and Minis- 
terial character as to admit me to their communion, and not 
compel me to disown any of my former brethren; I say I 
often wonder whether it may not have been wise in the order- 
ings of Providence to allow these little variations, for the ac- 
complishment of some gracious results which could scarcely 
have been so conveniently secured in any other way. 

And yet, after all, when I see the Body of Christ, though 
professing common obedience to its Head, so distracted by the 
war in its members as to render this profession of no effect ; 
when I see the members refusing to co-operate with each other 
in fulfilment of the commands of their Head ; when I see hand 
spurning hand, and foot lagging behind foot ; when I see mus- 
cle pulling against muscle; the heart working against the 
lungs, and the lungs against the heart ; the arteries against the 
veins, and the veins against the arteries ; and one set of nerves 
against another; until the whole form is thrown into fright- 
ful contortions, or is prostrated helpless on the ground in the 
midst of its enemies—while the godlike face turns pale with 
exhaustion or grows black with obstruction ; ah, me! When I 
witness such a scene as this—let it occur in what part of the 
world it may—the conviction returns, that the wrong is even 
more than an abstract wrong, a practical and most dangerous 
evil ; threatening to the very existence of the church. 
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Again; When I see that because of divisions at home, so 
little is attempted abroad ; when I see that the little which is 
attempted is itself the extension of divided and conflicting 
systems, and when I remember the sacrifices of men, and means, 
and time, for the separate interests rather than the common 
cause ; and the consequent slow progress and slight success, in 
comparison with what would seem attainable under happier 
auspices ; I confess that the impression deepens in my soul, of 
the presence of something more than mere abstract wrong. 

Again; to come nearer home. I presume it will be general- 
ly acknowledged that the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Con- 
gregationalists, Baptists, and Methodists, are, to say the least of 
them, among the most useful of all Denominations in our coun- 
try. Whatever diversities of creed and government exist 
among them, their strictly spiritual views—their views of the 
process of salvation—are essentially the same. But now see ; 
even among these few Denominations is there any proper ex- 
emplification of Christian and Ministerial Communion? How 
is it in our City? To speak of Christian communion, first, and 
this only in regard to one point, the participation of the Lord’s 
Supper—how often do the members of these churches meet at 
the Table of their Common Savior ? Nay, are there not rules, 
or usages, in more than one of them, preventing, and designed 
to prevent, such meetings? I donot remember that I ever even 
saw a Baptist communion.* Many of my hearers, I suppose, 
can say the same. And yet we would gladly share with them, 
and have them share with us. But, to speak of Ministerial 
communion also, and this only in regard to one point, and that 
an unimportant one, the interchange of Pulpits; how often do 
the Ministers of these churches preach for each other? Nay, 
are there not here also, at least in one instance, rules or usages 
adopted on purpose to prevent such exchanges? It has hap- 
pened, within my own knowledge, that an estimable rector, 
who, though he could not invite his brethren to his pulpit, was 
at least willing to serve them in their own ; and who, when he 
did serve them, so far conformed to the rigid notions of his 
own denomination, as to appear in his gown, and use the pray- 
ers in the book, and decline to acknowledge the ministerial 
character of those who sat with him in the pulpit, conducting 
the whole service himself, from the first word to the last—was 
reproved by his Bishop even for that. Of course, even that 
would not be allowed to the opposite party. For instance,—if 
a Methodist Minister were willing to go into a Protestant Episco- 
pal Pulpit, without a gown, and without a prayer book, and 
there, with several clergymen around him, decline to acknowl- 


* Then true, but not now. Have since sang, and prayed, and wept, at one— 
but saw the elements pass unproffered. 
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edge their ministerial character, assuming and exercising the 
entire control of the meeting himself ; I say—if he were will- 
ing to do this, it would not be allowed. The most that would 
be allowed, so far as my observation and experince go, would 
be, the loan of pulpit and house together for the occasional use 
of a non-Episcopal Preacher and his congregation, in whom 
there should be due reason for Christian confidence, and 
for whose services there should be no further special res- 
ponsibility. This favor is frequently shown ; and, under the 
organic embarrassments which forbid any greater courtesy, I 
am inclined to regard this with increasing respect. It inti- 
mates, at least, that, if the cannon cannot be displaced, there 
is some pleasure in proving that it is not necessary to keep it 
always loaded, or, to fire it at every approach. 

And what now? In view of the general progress of Protes- 
tantism, as we know it, and remember it—for I have scarcely 
touched it; May I not renew the question—“ Can it be said 
that the Protestant Churches, great and small, have ever yet 
given full demonstration of love to God and man?” And if not, 
is not the reason manifest? Has not Self usurped the throne 
of Love ? And, if it even be replied—then the Holy Spirit has 
greatly honored Self, by confering upon the churches so many 
spiritual gifts ? and the Lord Jesus hasgreartly honored Self by 
establishing in the Churches such a variety of spiritual of- 
fices ; and God the Father has greatly honored Self, by work- 
ing, through these offices and gifts, so many wonders in the 
churches—I reply to this again, that, admitting all that is said, 
the scene is only a counterpart to that which was witnessed by 
the Apostle, eighteen centuries ago, in the Church at Corinth. 
Nay, there was no organic and hereditary Sectarianism to sepa- 
rate Christians then. There were no rival Creeds, or Govern- 
ments, or Ordinances, to break up Congregational and Ministe- 
rial Communion, there. The rivalry was only formal. And 
yet, because it introduced Envy, and Pride,and Vanity, and Rude- 
ness, and Selfishness, and Resentment, and Suspicion, and Guile, in- 
to the House and Family of God; and because in its very na- 
twre it was false and ruinous, originating in a most egregious over- 
valuation of external and fugitive accidents, and a similar un- 
der-valuation of the internal and external principles of a just 
and holy character—so threatening the everlasting destruction 
of the souls for whom Jesus died ; the Apostle could not hold 
his peace. If ever there was an apology which might have 
authorized silence in the absence of love, it existed then. Show 
me the church, in these days, with such an assemblage of Di- 
vine endowments ; and, whatever its imperfections, I fear that 
my feebler nature will grow dumb in its presence. Show mea 
church with such fire-crowned Apostles—blazing with the elo- 
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quence of men and angels. Show me a church with such light- 
ening-eyed Prophets—flashing through all the future. Show 
me a church with such past-exploring teachers—explaining the 
mysteries of the Holy Ghost. Show me a church with such 
giants of Faith—lifting mountains from their foundations, and 
casting them into the depths of the sea. Show me a church 
with such lavish alms-givers—selling all that they have, and 
distributing to the poor. Show meachurch with such heroic 
martyrs—giving their bodies to be burned, as freely as they 
would fling mere faggots into the flames. Show me such a 
church as this, and I, poor impulsive and erring creature, mis- 
taking the precursors of Jehovah for His personal advent ; 
mistaking the mind, and earthquake, and fire, for the indubita- 
ble demonstrations of His presence, will be ready to exclaim— 
“ How dreadful is this place! Surely, God is here of a truth!” 
But the Apostle knew better. He remembered that “ God is 
love.” He waited, therefore, for the “still small voice ” of 
love ; and failing to hear it, as soon as the uproar had subsided, 
he called to the exultant worshippers of the storm, saying :— 
“ And yet show I unto you a more excellent way ”—the way of 
gentle, holy, happy, heavenly love! 

Let it not be thought strange, therefore, if, in imitation of 
his example ; and more especially as the church, in all its sec- 
tions, is now confessedly destitute of miraculous gifts and offi- 
ces,—I also proclaim “the more excellent way ”—I also call for 
the Coronation or Love! 

O, tell me! ye churches! tell me! Why is her crown so long 
withheld? Ye Ancient, Catholic Churches! Ye Modern, Prot- 
estant Churches! Whether great or small; whether National 
establishments, or Voluntary Confederations, or Local Inde- 
pendences ; whether Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or Congre- 
gational ; tell me, one and all, why is the crown of love so long 
withheld? Hear ye not the commandment of the DyINe JEsuUS 
—“A new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one 
another ; as I have loved you, that ye love one to another ?” 
Hear ye not his additional remark—* By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another?” 
And hear ye not also His dying prayer—‘“ that they all may be 
one, as their Faruer, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me?” 

Tell me, then, again I beg you, why is the crown of love so 
long withheld? Is it because of outward distinctions? Is it 
because of the evil passions exhibited by them? These cannot 

justify ; but only aggravate the wrong. Have you better 
apologies? Can you honestly say—we ) crowned faith ? 
or, we have crowned hope? Behold our Infallible Creeds? 
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Hearken to our promises of Heaven? Alas! they will not an- 
swer. Love is greater than Faith.; and Faith has no right to 
hercrown. Love is greater than Hope ; and Hope has no right 
tohercrown. If Faith hasa bundle of conflicting creeds; Love 
has the whole Bible, and the Holy Ghost to interpret and apply 
it. If Hope promises to lift you at last to Heaven—Love waits to 
bring heaven down to earth, and fill the soul, and fill the church, 
and fill the world, with shining saints, and singing angels, and 
the glorious beauty of a smiling God. The whole creation 
languishes for Love Divine ! 

O, bid your trumpeters trumpet to the nations for the Coro- 
nal of Love! Bid them turn to the North, and to the East, 
and to the South, and to the West, and blow a blast that all 
mankind shall hear! Alas! vain labor all ! 

Here stands a Preacher of Love! Let him remember that 
love begins at home! Here waits a church, free from all false 
authority, and professional of the universal duty of Love! 
Let the church remember also, that Love begins at home! 
See, Time lingers not ; Death withdraws not; for any. But, 
yesterday, another, whose name was first recorded on our 
books, many years ago, and within the last year or two was re- 
newed here in hope, of further communion—was called awa 
as I trust, to a better and enduring home. Lo! a little while 
longer, and we also depart. Meantime—Love—Love invites 
us to improve what yet remains of life, by Glorifying God and 
doing good to man. 
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“ Nevertheless, we according to His promise look for a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteonsness.”—2 Prrer; Ch. II: v. 13. 


The course of recent opinion respecting what shall take 
place, as the proper close, of the present economy, has given 
an eapecial importance to enquiries, respecting the right mean- 
ing of the passage now under consideration. That there is to 
be an end of the world as it now is, has always been believed, 
by those who receive the testimony of the inspired oracles. 
When that end shall come, no man knoweth norcan know. Yet 
as the human mind intermeddleth with all knowledge, attaina- 
ble or unattainable, solid or conjecturul, so there have been 
some overhardy adventurers into the high and misty regions of 
unrestrained speculation, who have boidly deciphered for them- 
selves the Divine calender, and assured their astonished disci- 
ples of the day and hour, wherein the final catastrophe of the 
earth shall be met! 

The history of opinion shows it ever to have been easier to 
be wise beyond what is written, than it has been or now is 
to be wise, up to what is written. For to receive with meek- 
ness the engrafted Word, requires a steady constraint upon the 
pride of intellect, and all the wild waywardness of an imper- 
tinent imagination, and this is the very rare and precious habit 
of a sanctified scholarship, that is eager to be taught from on 
high, what be the first and the last principles of the Book of 
Truth. Such scholarship judges it simply dutiful to receive its 
opinions fromthe Bible, and what it cannot know now of the 
nature, scheme and scope of Redemption, it will patiently and 
hopefully wait, to know Aereafter. But while it rejects merely 
speculative notions as dangsrous, it cleaves nevertheless, with 
full purpose of heart, to every jot and title of the whole Bible. 
Overlooking none of parts, and underrating none of its disclo- 
sures, it studies to discover the time and proper meaning of all 
that was written aforetime for our learning and profit. 

We should not shrink therefore, from the investigation of dif- 
ficult themes, simply because they are difficult, but rather task 
ourseleves all the more, to comprehend aright, the “hard 
things,” which the unlearned and unstable, are constantly wrest- 
ing to their own destruction. And everywhere in the Holy 
Scriptures we encounter hard because HIGH things, The mere 
words, whereby they are communicated to us, are indeed easy 
to be understood—but the “ things” themselves—the ideas, or 
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thoughts, or principles—being parts of a Divine System, are not 
to be measured and weighed, by any self-confidant use of the 
scales and rules, which partial and therefore inddequate reason 
can supply. ‘ 

As God only is capable of revealing and interpreting Himself, 
so also, we are ever to remember, that there is but one book, 
that can explain the Bible and that book is the Bible itself. 
They see light, more and brighter, beaming on and from its 
pages who take heed to it, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
gs untjl the day dawn, and the day-star arise in their hearts. 

nowing this first, that no prophecy—no spoken—or recorded 
word of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. As the 
Holy Ghost inspired what Holy men wrote, so the meaning of 
the Spirit is to be found by a careful comparison with each 
other of the several parts of that sublime system of Revelation, 
which shines and moves around us. 

In treating the text, we shall try 

I. To acertain the sense in which Peter uses the words, com- 
prising it. 

II. Show the correspondence, between that sense, and other 
parts of the Sacred Scriptures relating to the same subjects. 

III. Add some confirmatory illustrations, drawn from the Di- ° 
vine administration of the affairs of the world. ' 

Not wishing to give any controversial cast to this discourse, 
I shall not for the present, at least, make any formal statement 
of the three principal interpretations of this passage, which 
have been urged by some and adopted by others. We need 
not embarrass our investigation by assuming a polemical atti- 
tude.. What we seek is Truth—and that is not of men, but of 
God. We begin, therefore, at the beginning, and enquire, 
first, What is the sense in which the sacred writer himself em- 
ployed the words of the text? 

e refers to a promise—that promise is recorded in Isaiah 
LXV:17. “For behold I create new heavens and a new earth 
—and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” 

So, also, in Isaiah 66, 22, it is written “ For as the new heav- 
ens and the new earth, which I shall make, shall remain before 
me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.” 

The word heaven or heavens, is used to signify the abode of 
the blessed, or the visible firmament studded with stars, or the 
atmosphere which surrounds the earth. And in their conjunc- 
tion, the words heaven and earth, when occurring in the sacred 
writings, are commonly meant to describe the earth as depen- 
dent upon and related to the general system of which it forms 
apart. Or, in other words, they denote simply that present 
physical economy to which this, our present earth, is now sub- 
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ject, and do not necessarily include that universe of suns and 
systems which is made up of the grand aggregate of the Heav- 
enly Hosts. 

When, therefore, the Apostle writes : “ Nevertheless, we, ac- 
cording to His promise, look for a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherin dwelleth righteousness,” he means to declare the certain- 
ty of the destruction of the earth so far as its present form and 
condition is concerned, and its reconstruction into a new 
earth, surrounded with a sky and an atmosphere adapted 
to its renovated state. Itis to pass through a purgation of fire, 
and be changed into a beauty it does not now possess, and’ be 
wrapped by heavens more serene and wholesome than these 
now swept by tempests, and filled with the subtile forces of 
disease and death. The change isto be literal, actual, real, and 
not figurative, nor spiritual. 

That this is what the Apostle intends to have undersoood, is 
most evident from the context. He is replying to objectors 
who argued against the probability of the return of Christ, from 
the assumed permanency of the material world, saying, “ where 
is the promise of His coming, for since the Fathers fell asleep 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation?” To which the Apostle answers that these scoffers 
are willingly ignorant of the fact that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth “standing out of the water 
and in the water, whereby the world that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished.” 

“ But the heavens and the earth which are now by the same 
word, are kept in store, reserved unto fire, against the day of 
Judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

And then, after having warned his readers against indulging 
in a-conceit that this day of judgment and day of destruction 
was immediately ‘at hand, he adds, “The day of the Lord will 
eome as a thief in the night, in the which, the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat—the earth also and the works that are contained 
therein shall be burned up.” 

It is impossible to regard such language as purely figurative 
er symbolic in form of expression. It fortells the coming of a 
great and sublime change through which the earth that now is 
shall pass, and beyond which there shall be a new earth and new 
heavens, wherein dwelleth righteousness. It is an argument 
from the reality of changes that have occured in the material 
structure of the globe, to a still greater and completer change 
yet jn reserve—a final change, in fact, connected with, and ne- 
eessary to, the accomplishment of the whole work of. Redemp- 
tion. 

II. We now proceed to note the agreement of this declara- 
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tion of the text, with other parts of sacred Scriptures. In so 
doing, we should understand in’ advance, that some of the Di- 
vine reasons for the creation of the new heavens and new earth 
will appear in the quotations about to be made. For the re- 
construction of the globe we now inhabit, is a part of the plan 
of Grace, and is represented as essential to its full and glorious 
consummation. 

Nature furnishes the material sphere, in which the Spiritual 
forces of Redemption may work out their grand results. We 
are not to suppose, that there is a physical government of the 
world, completely separate from its moral government. For 
as the human body was formed for the uses of the soul, so 
was the world itself made to be the theatre in which shall be 
completely manifested the wonderful history, power and glory 
of the Redemptive system. This is expressly affirmed in Fphe- 
sians ch. 3d: verses 9, 10 and 11,in which Jesus Christ is re- 
presented as the key to the mystery of Creation “which (mys- 
tery) from the beginning of the world, hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ to the intent, that unto 

rincipalities and powers in heavenly ome might be known 
by the church, the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 


eternal purpose, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
In the clear light of this declaration, it can be easily seen, that 
our existing framework of materialsm was from the beginning 


ordained to be, subject to the uses and control of the sublime 
spiritual purpose which led to the creation of man, his fall and 

1 the series of steps taken for his restoration and exaltation 
into the Divine Dignity, of which he was originally made ca- 

able. 
But while the Earth was fashioned to be the great battle 
field, for death and life, with all their allied forces, it was not in- 
tended to be, and indeed could not be as it now is, the home of 
the beatified. 

The whole appartus of nature so far as the earth is concern- 
ed, is adjusted to the present state and condition of sinners. 
While it everywhere, indeed, shows marks of benevolence, it is 
nevertheless Senbechine’ incomplete, and falling short of its 
capabilities. Material nature now is rather a promise than a 
performance. August as it is in power, ‘and beautiful in its di- 
versified arrangements, nevertheless the forces of earth and 
air and sea, are in perpetual antagonism to man’s repose and 
happiness. He maintains his _— among them only by hard 
and watchful efforts to assert His proper dominion over them. 
He wearies in the warfare, sickens in the contact, and dies 
sooner or later in the encounter. Is materialism then His tyrant, 
master and conqueror? Is the common dust greater than the . 
«throbbing soul ? 
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Questidns these we may ask in anguish and find for them no 
comforting solution, unless we turn to the Holy Word and learn 
therefrom, that the present state of our earth is transitional 
and preliminary to another and ahigher. The old earth is 
ever rolling toward the new earth, wherein dwelleth rightous- 
ness. ' 

This expectation is assured by that wonderful passage in 
the 8th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, (verses 19, 20, 
21, 22), “ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly but by reason of Him 
(Jesus Christ), who hath subjected the same in hope. Because 
the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the Children of God. 
For we know that the whole creation—governeth and travail- 
eth in pain together until now”—waiting for the adoption, to 
wit the redemption of our body? Here the temporary subjec- 
tion of the entire physical system of the earth, and of earthly 
things into a state of vanity, emptiness, decay, and dissolution, 
is asserted to be in sympathy with man’s fallen and groanin 
and waiting condition, and that this subjection to vanity will 
continue until the hour of the Resurrection, when they who 
have been renovated in soul and body, will require and receive 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

In accord with this view of our subject, is the argument con- 
tained in 2d ch. of the Epistle to the Hebrews, wherein the 
Apostle speaks of “The world to come,” and then proceeds to 
show that in the present world, that is the present economy, 
(for such is the original Greek) all things are not yet in actual 
subjection to Christ, although he had suffered and been crown- 
ed, still we “see not yet all things put under, Him,” and then 
in the next and following chapters goes on to show that there 
remains a rest period, or a condition of final happiness for the 
saints which has not yet been reached—it remaineth in re- 
serve—it is still a heritage—* a world to come.” Clearly in all 
this exposition the Apostle points to a more definite, and terri- 
torial inheritance, than is commonly included in the vague pop- 
ular theology of our day, which places the rest of the people of 
God finally and forever in some unknowy spiritual A e, de- 
nominated Heaven. 

So also in the 6th chapter He speaks of those “who have 
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to 
come,” that is who have felt the yearning after and a partial 
subjection of soul to the principles and spirit of “the world to 
come. 

Now in what sense the Apostle uses the phrase “ world to 
come,” is not very hard to find out. It is the messianic king- 
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dom, complete and victorious over all enemies. It is the place 
and state into which the people of God shall enter through the 
gates of the Resurrection. It is the new Heaven and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

All doubt respecting this interpretation, would seem to be 
removed by the stress which Paul constantly places upon the 
fact, that the work of Christ in the salvation of believers, will - 
not have been completed until the redemption of their bodies 
from the grave has been effected, as well as their souls from 
the guilt and dominion of sin. 

The Resurrection is the end and object of his hopes and de- 
sires. He counts everything tributary to his securement of a 
part in the Resurrection of the just, and with the Resur- 
rection, we need not say that he connects the final judg- 
ment, the destruction of the earth and the glorious cateblis - 
ment of “the world to come.” Having described the Resur- 
rection in the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians, he exclaims 
“we shall not all sleep,” the mighty change shall pass over 
creation, before all die ; “ but we shall all be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; for the 
trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible 
and we shall be changed.” 

Now in connection with this consummate event, there will 
occur another of fearful grandeur, described in the 1st chapter 
of the 2d Epistle to the Thessalonians, “ And to you who are 
troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from Heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be, punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power, when he shall come to be glorified 
in His Saint, and to be admired in all them that believe.” 
And to cover all authority, and to put an end to all argument, 
we have the declaration of the Lord Jesus himself—‘ That the 
sign of the Son of Man shall appear in Heaven, and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of Heaven with power and great 
glory, and he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of Heaven to the other.” Matt., ch. 24. 

From these quotations, we see not how it is possible to avoid 
the conclusion, that the general judgment and the resurrection 
of the dead, and the flaming fire of the world, burning up to 
make place for a New Earth, will occur in immediate succession. 
The awful and sublime drama of time, will then reach its final 
close. Death conquered, Jesus exalted, the Church saved, and 
‘a new Heavens and a new Earth secured to all who have 
been redeemed by the atoning blood of Calvary. 
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It is among these majestic scenes that the visions of the- 
Apocalypse reach their end. 

“ And I saw a new Heaven and a new Earth ;:for the first 
Heaven and the first Earth were passed away: and there was 
no more sea. And I, John, saw the Holy City, New Jerusa- 
lem, coming down from God out of Heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out 
of Heaven, saying, “ Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell-with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.” Then 
follows a symbolic description of the Holy City, and it is added : 
“ And there shall in nowise enter into it anything that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a lie, but 
they which are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

s a climax to this series of inspired declarations respectin 
the close of the present and the beginning of the new an 
glorious economy, we* think the following passage may be 
well introduced to throw light upon the uted tn things 
already affirmed. It occurs in the 15th chapter of 1st Cor- 
inthians. The subject is the resurrection and the time when 
it will take place, and the immediate consequence to ensue. 

“Every man in his own order. Christ the first fruits. After- 
ward they who are Christ’s—at his coming. Then cometh the 
end, when he shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God. Even 
the Father, when he shall have~ put down all rule, and all au- 
thority and power. For He must reign until He hath put all 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 


_ 8troyed is Death. . . . And when all things shall be subdued 


unto Him, then shall the Son also himself he subject unto Him, 
that = all things under him, that God may be all in all.” 

When that point in the unfoldings of God’s scheme of mercy 
shall have been reached, then all these grgnd events de- 
scribed in the several preceding quotations, will have taken 
place—the dead raised—the wicked ‘judged—and the signal 
majesty of Christ displayed ; the meditational work will have 
been all acomplished, and the old earth having groaned through 
its ages of accumulating misery and crime, will be dissolved and 
give place to another, which may be the happy abode of those 
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

Il. It remains now to add a few confirmatory illustrations, . 
drawn from the Divine administration of the affairs of the world. 

Providence is a Divine Commentary upon the Book of Reve- 
lation. And in so far as we are able to discern the real mean- 
ing of the commentary, are we moved to trust and reverence 
the sacred texts. 

In the most general way it may be affirmed as certain, that 
God’s plans, as they come within the scope of our vision, are all. 
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progressive. Nothing that we can see is finished. Everything 
isin process of growth and developement, and waits for fullness. 
All is yet on earth spring-time or summer—the autumnal har- 
vest is neither ripened, nor gathered. And this is true both of 
the earth itself and of its inhabitants. , 

There is hardly a single reason to doubt the former existence 
of a pre-adamite earth, or world inferior to this, and fit only 
for the habitation of organized beings, far beneath man in 
structure and in purpose. : 

The history in the rocks, proves the crust of the present earth 
to be composed in part of the wrecks and ruins of an earth that 
od ante-dated the appearance of man upon the threshold of 

ime. Of that history we need say nothing here, more than’ 

this, that it proves an order of. progression in the material 
arrangements of our globe. 4 

Since the creation of Adam, there have been vast and innu- 
merable physical changes in the condition of the earth, and in 
its relation to the heavenly bodies. The scoffers in the time 
of Peter, like the scoffers of our day, deified law, and believed © 
in an impersonal God. They argued from the uniformity of 
the operations of the laws of nature, that matter must be eter- 
nal, and the world perpetual. The Apostle replied that there 
had been great physical changes, on there was yét to be an- 


other and a greater ; and he argued, moreover, that all these 
physical changes were part of the methods by which the Al- 
e 


mighty Sovereign was unfolding the principles of His moral 
administration, and vindicating His Justice and Holiness. And 
in like manner, we argue now, that as God hath worked hith- 
erto, so He works also now. We study our dry sciences and 
speculate about countless themes ; but Revelation tells us that 

e who made the world, rules it still. The earthquake shock; 
and volcanic flame, and watery deluge, and lightning bolt, and 
all the innumerable agencies of nature, whether fierce or gentle, 
fulfil His word, and carry forward His grand designs, toward 
the period, when the Arch-angel’s trump shall sound, and the 
dead awake, and the dust yield its long-treasured spoils, and . 
the sea give up its garnered trophies—and the tribes and kind- 
reds of the earth shall hear with dismay that “time shall be 
no longer.” 

There is not hardihood enough in any of the sciences to enter 
a protest against either the possibility or probability of this 
climax in human affairs. . 

Astronomy tells us that there have been worlds which have 
changed their places, or have ceased to shine. Chemistry de- 
clares that a slight modification in the composition of our atmos- 
phere would plunge the world into an instantaneous conflagra- 
‘tion ; and geology, watching every footprint in the sands of 
time, proclaims it to be likely that again the mountains will 



















































































ee 



















































































320 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 
grieve with resounding moans, and the valleys be tossed about 
once more in the wild commotion of disturbed powers, and that 
the sea will forsake its bed, and rush in terror before the fury 
of a fiery tempest, that shall submerge the world in ruin. 

I say science cannot protest, on the contrary it intimates 
these things ; but it has been reserved for Revelation to make 
the disclosure sure, in language to shake the soul. “Seeing 
then, that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
oe ought ye to be in all Holy Conversation and Godliness, 
ooking for and hastening unto the-coming of the Day of God, 
wherin the heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless, we ac- 
cording to His promise, look for a new heavens and a ne 
earth, wherein dwelleth Righteousness.” 

To this conclusion all the dispensations have been converg- 
ing. We live in the last dispensation of grace. How long it 
may continue we cannot tell. But we know that amid wars 


and tumults, turnings and overturnings, He is coming whose 


right it is to rule. And when lis final rule shall be establish- 
ed, there will be an earth resplendent with beauty, and a sky 
illumined by the light of the Divine countenance. ; 

I have aimed in this discourse, simply to collate and arrange 
passages of Scripture, so that they may illumine and interpret 
each other, and thereby show that there are three grand events, 
which the Holy Word connects together. Namely, the Gen- 
eral Resurrection,—the General Judgment, and the final Des- 
truction of the earth by firé—and that all these are essential to 
the completion of the plan of salvation. 

It is needless to say that the views presented differ essentially 
from the ones insisted on by -those writers who regard the 
text, as requiring a purely figurative and spiritual interpreta- 
tion,—and so two they differ also very widely from the opinions 
put forth by the Second Adventists, who hold that Christ-will 
return to earth at the beginning of the Mellenium, raise a por- 
tion of his people, restore the Jews, and create a new monarchy 
which op judgment over all the nations of the earth, 
and finally rehabilitate Jerusalem, and ‘make it the City of the 
great King forever. We have nothing to do with’ these theories. 
The sublime facts of Revelation are enough for us. 

The grand combination of argument and appeal, in favor of 
holy living, and of solemn waiting for the August Tribunal of 
Christ which the whole tenor of the Bible supplies, needs no 
strengthening from our inventions and special theories. 

Before us is the certainty of Death—and of Judgment—and 
it is our duty to work while the day lasts, knowing that we 
shall surely give account of all the deeds done here, and that 


we shall share either in the final glory or in the bitter and end- 
less shame. 
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We are living—we are dwelling 
In a grand eventfal time, 


In an n ages 


telling— 


To be living is sublime. 


Hark! the waking up of nations, 
Truth and error to the fray; — 
Hark! what soundeth? ’tis creation 

Groaning for its latter day. 


Will ye play then? 
With your music 


will ye dally 
and your wine? 


Up! it is Jehovah’s rally! 
God’s own arm hath need of thine. 


Hark! the onset! will ye fold 
Faith-clad arms in lazy lock 


a 


Up! oh up! thou drowsy soldier ; 
Worlds are charging to the shock. 


Worlds are chargin 
Thou hast but an 


Heaven beholding, 


te to fight, 


Anp the blazoned cross unfolding, 
ON! right onwarp--for the night. 
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For the Prayer Meeting. 
Heart Watching. 

‘Tue heart is the citadel of the 
soul. In all ages and countries 
it has been found necessary to 
watch against the approach of 
enemies. Night and day the 
watchful sentinel, walks on the 
walls to give the alarm when an 
enemy comes in sight. Nor less 
important is it to watch against 
the inroads of enemies to the 
soul. 

Perhaps no Christian duty 
is more neglected than heart 
watching. Yet none is more im- 
portant ; for “ As a man think- 
eth in his heart so is he.” Ex- 
actly so is he in God’s sight, 
whatever cloak he may be able 
to throw over his life before the 
world. 

“Weare not to blame,” says 


a quaint old writer, “ when bird® 
fly over our heads, but we cer- 
tainly should be if we suffer- 
ed them to alight and build their 
nests in our hair.” So if Satan 
suggests evil thoughts to our 
mind from time to time, it is not 
our fault, but it surely is if we 
harbor them for a single min- 
ute. 

If an unwelcome intruder per- 
sists in coming to your house, 
you take great pains to discour- 
age his visits in one way and an- 
other, until at last heleaves you 
in — So if you will give 
evil thoughts “the cold shoul-. 
der,” they will finally cease to 
haunt you. 

“Let the word of God dwell 
in you richly.” If a measure 
be full of wheat there will be 
ro room for chaff. Bring often 
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before the mind pure, great, and 
noble thoughts, such as will lift 

ou above sense and its snares, 
into the purer‘ atmosphere of 
God’s loving presence. Associ- 
ate all you do with thoughts of 
your responsibility to Him, and 
of the great reckoning day, and 
it will do much toward raisin 
_ life to a higher standard. 

our habitual train of thought 
will be the spirit-level of your 
life. You will never rise above 
it. What is your level? What re- 
gular channel do your thoughts 
take when all outside pressure 
is removed? Here is a mark 
by which you may know your- 
self. If you are a Christian your 
thoughts will turn most fre- 
quently ,toward your Savior, 
and the work he has given you 
to do. It will never hinder your 
working hands a moment, to 
turn the spirit Zion-ward, even 
when cares press heaviest. 
“From the ends of the earth” 
we may cry unto God, and he 
will hear us. There is no prison 
wall so massive, no dungeon so 
deep, but the prayer of faith 
can go up from it to the ear of 
an ever listening Savior. Oh, 
if we have the habit of turning 
our thoughts into prayers at all 
times, it. will keep us from a 
thousand pit-falls. “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence, for out 
of it are the issues of life.” 


Have You Found Your Brother ? 

THE unconverted heart dis- 
claims ey for others, 
as Cain asked, with an appear- 


ance of indignation, “ Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” Buta heart 


which has felt the power of 
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God’s grace, longs to lead others 
to the experience of the same 
blessing, as Andrew brought Si- 
mon to Jesus, and Philip went 
in search of Nathaniel. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


A few weeks ago a man and 
his wife; being tenderly admon- 
ished by a Christian friend, 
were persuaded to visit the long 
neglected house of prayer. The 
Spirit of Christ opened their 
eyes, and they were led to see 
their need of mercy, and sought 
and found a God ready to for- 
give. With thankfulness and 
love, in conjunction with the 
friend before alluded to, these 
new converts sought to bring 
other careless ones to the sanc- 
tuary ; and the Lord has been 

leased graciously to own and 
Gas these efforts, and two other 
couples have united themselves 
with the people of Ged. 

That was a blessed Sabbath 
when this Christian friend, with 
these six souls, at at the table 
of the Lord to commemorate 
His dying love. O, who can tell 
the far-reaching results of this 
smiple Christian effort? This 
friend did no more than every 
disciple can do. _Who cannot 
say to his brother, “ Come thou 
with us, and we will do thee 
good ; for the Lord hath spoken 
good concerning Israel ?” 

“ Would you win a soul to God ? 

Tell him of the Savior’s blood, 
Once for dying sinners spilt, 
To atone for all their guilt.” 

These converts are heads of 
families, all of them having lit- 
tle children to train up in the 
“nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” There are now three 
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more family altars in the world. 
The world is richer, brighter, 
and purer for these ; and when 
ae can estimate the usefulness 
of a Doddridge, we may learn 
how to value pious parental 
example and instruction. 

Dear reader! fellow Chris- 
tian! follower ef Jesus! where 
is thy brother? Are you earn- 
nestly, and prayerfully and wise- 
ly seeking to win his soul? or 
are you sleeping over His im- 
mortal interests? 


The Jov of Angelis. 

Tue joy of angels is over the 
repentance and salvation of sin- 
ners. Such a view have they 
of the misery, guilt and doom of 
transgression, and of the amaz- 
ing worth and preciousness of 
eternal redemption by Jesus 
Christ, that the repentance of 
but one sinner renders all heav- 
en joyful, and is celebrated by 
angels as an event of infinite in- 
terest and value. Said the Lord 
of angels : “I say unto you that 
likewise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner’ that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine 
just persons which need no re- 

entancé.” The recovery of a 
ost soul to God ; the salvation 
of a sinner from the law-incur- 
red penalty, from sin itself, and 
from the doom of an endless 
hell ; his salvation by means of 
that Cross which so honors God 
and sustains His law while it 
redeems and reconciles, is a stu- 
pendous achievement. Where, 
in the universe, can anything be 
found to equal it, in interest, im- 
Sam blessedness, true sub- 
imity? The most thrilling 
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events of a merely temporal, so- 
cial or political character ; the 
creation or destruction of ma- 
terial worlds and systems ; the 
rise and fall of kingdoms; the 
setting up of new and the cast- 
ing down of old dynasties ; and 
all the pomp and honor and 
ower and wealth of the world, 
ost or gained—all these in the 
sight of heaven, are of less im- 
ecg than the rescuing of 
ut one priceless, lost soul from 
eternal ruin. 
It is for the saLvaTION of men 
that the thoughts of heaven are 
mainly concerned. 


Sin Punishes . Itself. 

Amone the terrible conse- 
quences of transgression is this 
one, that it always tends to per- 
—_ its own punishment. 

uppose a man commits some 
sinful act ;—in order to make 
the point clearer, we will take 
a very strong case :—in a fit of 
sudden passion, he kills his own 
child. He did not really intend 
to murder it, but in a fit of pas- 
sion, excited by something in 
which the child was not to 
blame, he strikes a sudden blow 
which takes away its life. The 
sin is over in a moment. But 
how long will it be before the 
father can think of it without 
pain? It is an idea which many 
persons vaguely entertain, that 
sin carries its own punishment 
with it, at the time of its com- 
mission, and that it settles the 
account as it goes along. But 
nothing can be more inconsistent 
with facts. Sin leaves its sting 
behind. And itis a sting which 
time alone can never extract. 
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The pressure of business or 
pleasure, may remove for a time 
the recollectionof guilt, but the 
recollection itself, when it 
comes, must he attended with 
pain, however remote may be 
the period of the transgression. 

Any honest student of mental 
ong tg who should endea- 
vor, by observation merely, to 
investigate the human heart, 
would come inevitably to this 
conclusion. He will see this 
power of sin to fix a thorn which 
cannot be eradicated, wherever 
it gains admission, acting uni- 
versally. The wound may re- 
main insensible for a time, but 
it cannot be cured. The sinner 
may forget his sin, but he cannot 
cut of his responsibility for it, 
or escape from the danger of 
having the corroding sufferings 
of it, break out upon him at any 
time. They do sometimes break 
out in this world, After the 
lapse of many years, the bitter 
recollections of early guilt, will 
come over the mee 4 and overs 
whelm it with suffering. God 
assures us, too, that in another 
world they will come with all 
their power. 

The nature of sin, then, is 
such that he who commits it, 
plants a thorn in his side, which 
at first he may not feel, but it 
will bring torture at last. It is 
as if a boy, whose body had lost 
its sensibility by some dreadful 
disease, should cut and tear his 
flesh wantonly in his sports, thus 
inflicting wounds which will in- 
flame, and will drive him to dis- 
traction when sensibility shall 
return. The soul is morally in- 
sensible and dead. It does not 


feel the spiritual wounds, which 
are inflicted upon it; but every 
wound remains. There is no 
natural sanative process which 
can’cure them. And sensibility 
is to return. In fact, it is not 
wholly gone now, but, at a fu- 
ture day, it will fully return. 





“1 Can Do Nothing.” 

A boy arose not long since in 
the Fulton Street prayer-meet- 
ing, and with great propriety 
desired for himself the prayers 
of Christians. He said: 

“When I was converted, I 
was resolved on doing a great 
many things. I have no father 
—having lost a dear praying 
father some time since. I od 
a mother who is not pious. I 
have impenitent sisters. So I 
resolved on doing much for my 
mother and sister in the way of 
securing their salvation. I re- 
solved to establish family pray- 
er. I had the consent of all to 
this. I théught I had done 
something when I got leave to 
lead the family in morning and 
evening prayer. I went about 
the matter with great resolu- 
tion ; but I have not succeeded 
as well as I expected. I have 
other plans of doing. In all of 
my expectations I have been 
greatly disappointed. I see I 
went forward inmy ownstrength 
and expected to accomplish won- 
ders in bringing my mother and 
sisters to Jesus. oo not able 
to see any progress. Indeed, 
everything seems to be going 
backward. ll these hearts 
are less interested now than 
they were, and those I love seem 
farther from Christ than before. 


® 
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What am I todo next? I have 
found out that I can do nothing. 
I meant to brave it out, for I 
saw there was secret opposition; 
and I find the more I do, the 
lessisdone. I find I am nothing 
and can do nothing.” 

The poor boy sat down. 

An older Christian very ap- 
ropriately said :—Now my lit- 
le young brother will be able 

to do something, since he has 
found out that all his strength 
and success must come from 
God. Depend on God, and then 
what is done in the name of Je- 
sus and for the sake of Jesus 
will not be in vain. It will be 
something done. 


Jesus Saves the Lost. 

“ How am I to be saved, mo- 
ther?” said a little boy. 

“ By taking God at His word, 
and believing what He has said 
concerning His Son.” . 

“ But have I nothing to do?” 
said'the boy. “I thought I must 
do something ; for I was once 
told that I must be good, or else 
God would have nothing to do 
with me.” 

“My child, Jesus has done 
what was needed ; and you are 
saved by knowing that all is 
done.” 
~ “But Lam not good,” said the 
boy; “will God have nothing to 
do with me unless I am good ?” 

“My boy, Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners ; 
He receives the bad, not the 
good ; else none would be saved. 
It is your badness, not you good- 
ness, that your are to bring to 
Him.” 

“Well, that is good news,” 
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said the little fellow. “Oh,how 
cruel to tell me that God would 
have nothing to do with me un- 
less I was good.” 

“Yes it was. You can’t be 
good till you have come and 
given your badness to Jesus.” 


The Light in the Weil. 

A little girl had.in her hands 
a string of gold beads belong- 
ing to her mother. Neglecting 
her mother’s caution not to take 
them out of the house, she, while 
attempting to draw a bucket of 
water, dropped them into the 
well. 

The well was a very deep 
one. You could just see the 
glimmering of the water. 

When her father came infrom 
the field, he took a light, and 
went down into the well. The 
water was shallow. He easily 
discovered the beads. He saw 
in the well quite a number of 
articles which had fallen in from 
time to time, and had been for. 
gotten. 

Thereare a great many things 
in our hearts, and things, alas! 
which we do not see till light 
is let into the heart by the Holy 
Spirit. 

We need to know what is in 
our hearts, in order that they 
may be taken out. Hence we 
should pray for the illuminating 
influence of the Holy- Spirit. 


“What Could he do in Heaven’” 

Ir was many years ago, when 
stage coaches still ran, that an 
excellent old clergyman, who 
had a keen observation of the 
world, was traveling on top of 
the coach. It was cold, wintry 
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weather, and the coachman, as 
he drove his horses rapidly, 
poured forth such a volley of 
oaths and foul language as to 
shock all the passengers. The 
old clergyman, who was sitting 
close to him, said nothing, but 
fixed his piercing blue eyes up- 
on him with a look of extreme 
wonder and astonishment. At 
last the coachman became un- 
easy, and turning round to him, 
said, “ What ate you look at 
me, sir, in that way ?” 

The clergyman said, with his 
eyes fixed upon him, “I cannot 
imagine what you will do in 
heaven! There are no horses, 
or coaches, or saddles, or bridles, 
or public houses ‘in heaven. 
There will be none to swear at, 
or to whom you can use bad lan- 
guage. I cannot think what 
you will do when you get to 

eaven !” 


God Before Man. 


Many Christians have no reg- 
ular time for closet devotions. 
_They have regular hours for 
meals, for business, or even for 
exercise and recreation, but 
they set apart no particular 
time to be alone with God. 
They say in act, if not in word, 
that He must wait upon their 
pleasure, and they will give to 
an interview with Him such 
moments as may not be other- 
wise occured. Such Christians 
rarely grow in grace, or make 
themselves felt in the church 
or in the world by eminence in 
godliness. 

Dr. Ashbel Green, pastor of 
one of the Presbyterian churches 
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in Philadelphia, and previously 
President of Princeton College, 
was a Christain of another type. 
He was a man of method, and 
adhered almost inflexibly to ha- 
bits he had formed after mature 
reflection. His hours of private 
devotion were sacred, and he 
would not set them aside for 
any claims of business or friend- 
ship. Dr. Murray gives a very 
striking incident in connection 
with this habit. He was visit- 
ing Philadelphia, and Dr. Green 
sent for him.to consult about 
some matters connected with 
the New Jersey Historical So- 
ciety. Dr. Murray called early 
in the morning, about nine 
o'clock, and Dr. Green gave him 
a cordial greeting ; but as soon 
as the business matter was ar- 
ranged, he frankly said: “ My 
devotional reading is not yet 
concluded—I shall be happy to 
see you at another time ;” and 
added in parting, “may God 
bless you.” 

The circumstance left a deep 
impression on Dr. Murray's 
mind, for he had been accus- 
tomed to hold familiar inter- 
course with this venerable father 
in the ministry, and this was the 
last time he saw himon earth. He 
felt that Dr. Green lived in in- 
timate communion with God, 
and however much he loved his 
brethern in the ministry, he 
would not forego a regular meet- 
ing with his heavenly Friend 
for any earthly companion or 
fellow-laborer. It would be 
well for the steadfast 


iety of 
Christians, if such habits were 
more general in the churches. 
—Wutchman and Reflector. 





